
Albourne, Bolney, Clayton, Fulking, Hassocks, Hickstead, Hurstpierpoint, Keymer, Newtimber,  

Poynings, Pyecombe, Sayers Common, Twineham, Warninglid & Wineham 

FOCUS 
2019 Mid Sussex District Council Election Launch 

Can you help the Lib Dems win here on Thursday 2nd May? 
I can give 1 hour a month to deliver leaflets 

I would like a poster to show my support in election time 

Send me a form so that I can vote by post at the next election 

Please return to: 28 Hassocks Road, Hurstpierpoint. BN6 9QW 

The Liberal Democrats, locally and nationally, may use any information you have provided, including your political views, to further our objectives, share it 
with our elected representatives and/or contact you in future using any of the means provided. Some contacts may be automated. You may opt out of some 
or all contacts or exercise your other legal rights by contacting us. Further details are in our Privacy Policy at www.libdems.org.uk/privacy.  

Name 

House no.  
& postcode 

Can we keep you updated by email and phone?  
If you enter your email and/or phone below, we will use them to contact you in accordance with our Fair Processing Notice below and Privacy Policy at 
www.libdems.org.uk/privacy 

Phone                                                                        

Email 

Printed by Instantprint, Brookfield Park, Manvers Way, Rotherham. S63 5DR.  Published and promoted by Colin Wilsdon on behalf of Alison Bennett, Nigel Cook, 
Benedict Dempsey, Susan Hatton, Paul Hervé, Rodney Jackson & Alexander Sparasci (Liberal Democrats) all at 9 The Crescent, Hassocks. BN6 8RB 

OUR PLEDGES TO YOU 
Our Priorities 

STAND UP FOR LOCAL PEOPLE ON PLANNING 

We will work to ensure that the planning of necessary 

housing is informed by local knowledge and priorities, 

not the interests of developers. We will support the 

democratically produced Neighbourhood Plans, work to 

increase the proportion of affordable and social housing, 

and push for developers to pay more to improve local 

infrastructure. 

WORK TO IMPROVE OUR ENVIRONMENT 

We will push for new policies to be adopted that will 

reduce fly-tipping, reduce food waste and improve cycling 

infrastructure. We will also make the environment central 

to planning decisions and new developments. We will 

push for zero carbon housing, and for developers to 

incorporate simple measures to improve biodiversity, like 

hedgehog holes, swift boxes and wildlife planting areas. 

IMPROVE DECISION-MAKING ON THE DISTRICT 

COUNCIL 

We will break the single-party domination of Mid Sussex, 

where currently 53 of 54 Councillors are Conservatives 

who vote with the party whip. Whatever your political 

views, this is bad for local democracy. We pledge to 

scrutinise the Council in the interests of local people and 

make our decisions based on what is best for our 

community. 

How We'll Work 

KEEP LISTENING TO YOU SO WE CAN 

REPRESENT YOUR VIEWS 

We will be accessible in person, on the phone, on email 

and on social media, so that you can talk to us about the 

issues that concern you and we can represent you better. 

We’ll deliver a twice-yearly newsletter to keep you 

updated on how we are working for you. 

WORK ACROSS PARTY LINES WHEN IT’S THE 

RIGHT THING TO DO 

We will work with other parties when it is in the interests 

of the local community. We will not simply oppose for the 

sake of opposing, but make case-by-case judgements to 

deliver the best outcomes for our villages. 

MONTHLY SURGERIES, 

We will hold surgeries every month to help deal with your 

concerns. For those living in Hassocks, we will continue to 

hold these jointly with Lib Dem County Councillor Kirsty 

Lord so that we can coordinate across both District and 

County Councils. 

@LDHassocks @HassocksHurstLibDems 01273 843150 hassockshurst@midsussexlibdems.org.uk 

http://www.libdems.org.uk/privacy


YOUR 2019 DISTRICT ELECTION CANDIDATES 

 

  

BOLNEY WARD 

(1 MEMBER) 

HURSTPIERPOINT  

AND DOWNS WARD 

(3 MEMBERS) 

HASSOCKS WARD 

(3 MEMBERS) 

Rodney Jackson (Hurstpierpoint & Downs) 

Rodney has lived in Hurstpierpoint for fifty-one 

years and has contributed much in that time to 

make the village an even better place to live. He 

has been a member of Hurstpierpoint and Sayers 

Common Parish Council for almost three decades 

and before retirement worked as a government 

health and safety inspector. Rodney has always 

encouraged young people to achieve their 

potential, during his career as a Chemistry teacher 

and in his ongoing role as the leader of the village 

Scout Group.  

Alexander Sparasci (Hassocks) 

Alex was born in Cuckfield and went to school at 

Oakmeeds. With an Italian grandfather, Alex 

decided to read Italian and Politics at university and 

spent a year studying in Siena. He is now settled in 

Hassocks with his young family. Away from his work 

as a travel industry content strategist, he is 

passionate about football. He is an Albion season 

ticket holder and has organised a weekly social 

football night in Hassocks for mixed ages and 

abilities for the last seven years. 

Alison Bennett (Hurstpierpoint & Downs) 

Alison grew up in Gloucestershire and then went 

to Cambridge University where she studied Social 

and Political Sciences. She worked in aviation, 

energy and financial services before moving to 

Hurstpierpoint with her young family in 2012. In 

November, Alison was selected to be the Liberal 

Democrat candidate at the next general election 

for Arundel and South Downs. Away from politics, 

Alison has helped with local football and drama 

clubs, and enjoys running on the South Downs. 

Paul Hervé (Hurstpierpoint & Downs) 

A software engineer, Paul grew up in Haywards 

Heath attending Oathall School. He studied 

Computer Science at the University of Surrey and 

went on to work in the aerospace, data science and 

financial services industries. Paul now lives in 

Hurstpierpoint with his wife and children. He 

joined the Lib Dems in 2016 because they were the 

only party fighting for fairness and reason. Paul 

enjoys the outdoors, especially cycling; going to the 

beach, and taking his kids camping. 

Nigel Cook (Bolney) 

For eleven years, Nigel has lived in Albourne which 
lies within Bolney ward. Before this he lived in 
Hassocks. Nigel is a solicitor, holds a Master of 
Business Administration, and still practises locally as 
a consultant. He is a strong believer in the values of 
community action and local democracy. In 2018 he 
became chairman of the local branch of the Liberal 
Democrats. Outside politics, Nigel is a keen 
sportsman and umpires in the Sussex Cricket 
Leagues. 

Benedict Dempsey (Hassocks) 

Ben grew up in Haywards Heath and went to 

Warden Park. After Oxford University, he moved to 

London before returning to Sussex, and has lived in 

Hassocks for the past nine years. At last year’s 

planning inquiry into the 500 houses at Clayton Mills 

North, Ben spoke as the Lib Dem representative in 

opposition to the proposals. Ben works in 

international development and environment policy. 

He is currently researching a PhD at Sussex 

University, whilst caring for his three young 

daughters. He is also training for a long-distance 

triathlon. 

Councillor Sue Hatton (Hassocks) 

Sue was a district councillor for eight years until 2015, 

and was re-elected in 2017.  Since then she has been 

the only non-Conservative on Mid Sussex District 

Council. Of the fifty-four councillors, she was the only 

person to vote against the plans for the 500 houses at 

Clayton Mills North. Sue has lived in Hassocks for over 

forty years. Sue continues with her work as a parish 

councillor and as a governor of both Windmills Junior 

School and Downlands Community School.   
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Use ALL OF YOUR VOTES to back the 

LIBERAL DEMOCRAT TEAM and you will 

elect councillors who: 

  all LIVE in their ward 

will LISTEN to you 

will WORK hard for their community  


